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Base Hospital 21 - World War I 
ROUEN 
POST 21st Gen. Hosp. - World War ll 
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AND ALL FORMER MEMBERS OF B.H 21 and 21st. G.H. 
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A Message 
from 
Dr. Sim F. Beam 
Cha irman 
REUNION 
COMMITTEE 
* * * 
Remember May 20, 21, 22, 1949 
at 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Due to popular request of the members of Base Hos-
.. pital 21 and the 21st General Hospital both here and from 
~whistle stops all over the United States, a big THREE 
DAY REUNION for each unit is set for MAY 20, 21, 22, 
1949, at the Sheraton (Coronado) Hotel, St. Louis, Mis-
souri. It will be the 32nd Anniversary for Base Hospital 
21 and the 7th for the 21st General Hospital. 
This is intended for every member of these organiza-
tions - and that means YOU. No one is omitted in this 
heartiest of invitations to meet and play with us as only 
the members of these two fine outfits know how. Anyone 
not here will be sadly missed. Don't let it be said that 
YOU in anyway dampened the spirit of the affair by not 
being present. Without you it cannot be an unqualified 
success. 
We want you to bring your spouse with you. We 
would like to meet yours - and ours to meet yours. Com-
plicated? Well yes, but it will be great for us all to know 
each other. Our respective spouses will better understand 
those strong ties between us once they meet us and ex-
perience the spirit that has made our lives so happy to-
gether. 
Entertainment awaits you every minute you are here, 
so get caught up on your sleep. Loosen the muscles in 
that right elbow, or the left whichever you please, and 
limber up those knees and ankles. There will be food 
and drink, music and dancing, entertainment and laugh-
ter - with your old friends here for the sole and specific 
purpose of being convivial. There is nothing that could 
be sweeter than to be with us for this party. Hire your 
baby-sitter now, and look forward to those care-free days 
of fun and recreation - a time that will never be excelled 
and I doubt, seldom equalled. 
MARCH, 1949 
Friday afternoon, the 20th near the hour of four there 
will be a Memorial Service at beautiful, historic Christ 
Church Cathedral. It was here that the members of Base 
Hospital 21 were started on their historic journey which 
took them to Rouen, France in 1917 to render exceptional 
and meritorious service. This Memorial Service is tradi-
tional, impressive and inspirir.g, a moment that one al-
ways cherishes in a particular sort of way. W,e are re-
minded by our editor of a story which appeared in the 
Rouen Post after the Twentieth Anniversary Memorial 
Service for Base Hospital 21, in 1937. Among those who 
attended the service was an elderly woman, unknown to 
many members of the Unit. But those who recognized 
Mrs. McKittrick Jones recalled her devotion to Base Hos-
pital Unit 21, which dates back to the spring of 1917. 
Mrs. Jones, then president of the board of the Children's 
Hospital, took a deep interest in its mobilization. 
When the Unit was ordered overseas she attended 
the farewell service in Christ Church Cathedral, saw the 
members leave Union Station and followed them to New 
York. She was at the pier to wave farewell, when the St. 
Paul sailed for Liverpool. In April, 1919 she was again on 
hand to welcome her friends upon their arrival at Union 
Station. Twenty years later, the announcement of the 
Memorial Service again brought her to the Cathedral. We 
of the 21st General feel that we too are a large part of 
that tradition . 
That evening a cocktail buffet supper will be held in 
the Cortez Lounge and Club Caprice of the Sheraton 
Hotel. We hope it will last until morning, for by the time 
you visit with all of your former contemporaries and 
friends, dawn will be breaking. It will be just as well as 
there will be nothing planned so that you shall have 
ample hours for sleep - until noon when breakfast and 
luncheon can be combined. 
For Saturday afternoon, plans include an excellent 
baseball game, should you be interested, a sight-seeing 
trip for those interested in our fair city and its institu-
tions and for those without "plans original" the afternoon 
will be yours. Should some of the guests be interested 
in visiting our numerous hospitals for observation and in-
spection, this will be on our agenda. 
However, that evening, come eight o'clock, the food 
will be on the table, the orchestra will be in their chairs 
and joints that long since have been stiff will creak in 
an effort to step to the light fantastic. One never knows 
what one can do until one tries. Let it not be said that 
our old spirit of "trying" and all but "dying" for good 
old 21 has ceased to exist. 
Sunday afternoon there will be a time for recupera-
tion at the beautiful grounds of Dr. and Mrs. Edwin C. 
Ernst who have offered their commodius facilities for 
just such a party and barbecue as Bill Engel described 
in the February issue of the Rouen Post the climax to 
the 1947 reunions. The right arm will bend less frequently 
as it quiets down to normal activity- but the heart 
will be warmed with fires :lf old friendships, rekindled. 
The spirit that was fatigued with cares of the days will 
be re-inspired with the happiness of 'the occasion. 
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And now you can understand why it is so vital to 
you and all the rest of us, for you and your spouse to 
come. Without each of you it will be less successful. We 
are eager to see you and yours. Do not disappoint us. 
Will see you the 20th of May, 1949 in St. Louis. 
* * * 
THE BASE HOSPITAL 21 MEMORIAL FUND 
When Rachel Hall 
Watkins died Au-
gust 17, 1941, the 
members of Bas e 
Hospital 21 1 o s t a 
Loyal a n d devoted 
contemporary. We 
use the word con-
temporary with res-
pect and profound 
feeling. She served 
as dietitian with 
Base Hospital 21 in 
World War 1 and 
as such did not have 
a military s tat us. 
To Mis s Watkins 
this mattered not. 
Military rank would 
have meant little to 
her. She served be-
cause of her love of 
ideals and devotion 
to a cause-and her 
' interest did not les-
Rachel Hall Watkins sen with the end of 
her tour of duty at the British General Hospital 12 at 
Rouen, France. 
For years Rachel Watkins, in her heart, was nurtur-
ing a "pet" as she affectionately referred to it. While 
she was hospitalized late in June, 1941, she wrote a letter 
to Bill Stack, then the editor of the Rouen Post for the 
first time revealing what she had been dreaming of for 
years - since the war. She wrote: "Do you think the 
Unit should have a "pet" or shall we call it a hobby. I 
realize that you boys of Rouen Post 242 are always doing 
nice things. Nevertheless, will you read the enclosed 
booklet on the training of nurses - then think it over. 
It would be such a worthwhile cause if the Unit could 
-if not enough for an entire tuition-provide funds to 
help an ambitious girl through the Washington University 
School of Nursing. I feel a number of doctors and nurses 
would respond to this. What do you think? United we 
could help again. If this appeals to you will you put 
something in the ever anticipated Rouen Post. With your 
approval we could furnish a folder to enclose in each copy. 
I happen to be a patient in the hospital at present. If you 
should care to talk with Miss Claiborne, she would be glad 
to hear from you." 
With ever increasing admiration, I am, 
"Sister" Rachel Watkins. 
Thus was planted the seed for The Base Hospital 21 
Memorial Fund which began as The Rachel Hall Wat-
kins Memorial Fund. 
THE RACHEL HALL WATKINS MEMORIAL FUND 
The Rachel Hall Watkins Memorial Fund was estab-
lished in November, 1942, in memory of Rachel Hall Wat-
kins, as a tribute to her services as a dietitian with Base 
Hospital 21 in France from May 16, 1917 to May 26, 1919, 
and as a further tribute to her exemplification of those 
ideals contained in the pledge of service taken by all 
nurses. 
Because of Miss Watkins unselfish service with Base 
Hospital 21 and in view of her great interest in the de-
velopment of the Washington University School of Nurs-
ing, her friends in Rouen Post 242, American Legion, in 
cooperation with her family decided to follow her sug-
gestion, that a fund be established to give financial aid 
to students in the Washington University School of 
Nursing needing such assistance. 
With the establishment and use of these funds it was 
hoped that there would be a constant reminder and tangi-
ble evidence of the fine qualities, of mind and spirit of 
Miss Watkins and the students aided by the fund would 
develop the same fine attributes and render the same 
unselfish service. 
In the meantime we had become involved in another 
World War. It immediately was apparent that there 
would be an acute shortage of nurses. Major Julia Stim-
son had been reactivated for the purpose of determining 
how the situation could be remedied. It is our im-
pression that machinery was set up immediately by the 
War Department to aid student and prospective student 
nurses, financially. Such aid being more far-reaching than 
the Watkins Fund had ever envisioned, there was no 
immediate effort toward the use of this fund. 
In the interim a trusteeship had been formed. 
Meetings were held regularly. Dr. Edwin C. Ernst had 
been named chairman of the Board of Trustees and Mr. 
Horton Watkins, brother of Rachel Watkins, acted for 
the family. The fund remained inactive until recently. 
With the withdrawal of subsidies and aid by the War 
Department the need for its activation became apparent. 
Miss Louise Knapp, Director of the Washington Univer-
sity School of Nursing and a member of the Board of 
Trustees was consulted. She pointed out that there now 
existed a real need for such aid as the fund purported to 
give. She further emphasized that it was highly import-
ant at the moment because of the acute shortage of 
nursing students. 
In December 1948, a meeting was called by Dr. Ernst 
at which time plans were discussed and the machinery set 
into motion for the activation of the Fund. We are a bit 
ahead of the story. While the Fund was not being used, 
the trustees had not been inactive. The original contri-
butions had been supplemented by others and since its 
scope had been broadened, at the suggestion of the Wat-
kins family, the name had been changed to The Base 
Hospital 21 Memorial Fund with the same purposes and 
functions as the Rachel Hall Watkins Memorial Fund. 
At the December meeting Miss Knapp was given the 
authority to select worthy students requiring such aid, 
make recommendations and submit requisitions for 
the needed loans as provided by the original articles of 
the Trusteeship, currently amended so as to be of greater 
service. 
Being mindful of the real good that could come of 
this program, Miss Knapp without hesitation set the 
wheels in motion and selected Miss Dolores Herron, a 
student in the Washington University School of Nursing, 
to be the recipient of the first loan from The Base Hos-
pital 21 Memorial Fund. The actual purpose of the Fund 
is not to make outright donations but to make loans 
which are to be repaid at the students convenience. In 
this manner it becomes a permanent, living thing and is of 
greater value to the students because of the responsibility 
it places upon them - something an outright gift would 
not accomplish. 
Miss Herron is 20 years of age, resides at Evansville, 
Indiana and entered the School of Nursing with the Sep-
tember 29, 1948 class. Before that she attended William 
Jewell College at Liberty, Missouri, for one year. 
When Miss Herron applied to the School for aid or 
a loan she was referred to The Base Hospital 21 Memorial 
Fund. Consideration was immediately given to her ap-
plication but it being the first business of the Fund there 
was some slight delay before the loan was available, while 
policies were being developed with reference to forms 
and steps to be taken to secure the loan. 
On January 31, 1949, Miss Herron received a check 
for $325.00, the answer to her request. Miss Knapp ad-
vises she is most appreciative of the help given as it is 
now possible for her to continue her educational program 
which contemplates being a Graduate Nurse. "Miss Her-
ron has made a good adjustment to the School on Nurs-
ing", wrote Miss Knapp, "and her grades at mid-term 
were slightly above average." 
• 
"' 
,, 
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We, members of Rouen Post 242 and particularly the 
trustees are very happy that the Fund is doing that for 
which it was established. For reasons as outlined in the 
foregoing paragraphs, since its establishment, it was not 
practical to put it to work. However, now that it is 
functioning, it is hoped that it will accomplish what Miss 
Watkins would want her "pet" to accomplish. It is hoped 
the The Base Hospital 21 Memorial Fund will be a lasting 
memorial to this wonderful woman, Rachel Watkins, for 
her high ideals, her unselfishness and devotion to the 
cause of aiding the Jot of her fellow men, for betterment 
and happiness. 
The members of the Board of Trustees of The Base 
Hospital 21 Memorial Fund are: Dr. Edwin C. Ernst, 
chairman, Harold E. Jolley, treasurer, Miss Mary Frances 
Cutts, a niece, for the Watkins family, Dr. Borden S. 
Veeder, Miss Estelle Claiborne, Charles H. Jablonsky and 
your narrator, Bill Engel. 
* * * 
DR. LEHMAN IN ST. LOUIS 
Dr. Edwin P. Lehman, Dean of the School of Medicine 
of the University of Virginia, a member of Base Hospital 
21, was in St. Louis recently as guest speaker in the first 
of a series of lectures to be presented at Washington 
University Medical School. This lecture program is in 
honor of Dr. Major Seelig, formerly of Washington Uni-
versity School of Medicine, now retired and living in 
California. When we learned that Dr. Lehman was to be 
in the city on the day following our March meeting date 
w,e wrote to him, asking him to meet with us, if possible. 
Unfortunately we were a bit late as you will note from 
a letter we received from him. 
Dear Bill: 
I wish I had known earlier about the meeting of the 
Rauen Post on Thursday evening. I could undoubtedly 
have made arrangements to be there. I am extremely 
grateful for your invitation. 
I have missed through all these years keeping in 
touch with the old group except through the Bulletin. It 
happens that I am going to be in St. Louis again on 
April 20, 21, and 22 to attend a meeting. If you have a 
meeting of the Post somewhere near that time which will 
not conflict with the meeting I .am attending, I would be 
delighted to have the chance to be present. 
Thank you again for asking me this week. Give my 
regards to all my old friends. 
Sincerely, 
Edwin P . Lehman 
At this writing it appears that our April meeting 
will be Thursday the 21st. OJ; course, we will be delighted 
to see Dr. Lehman, or any other member of either of the 
units- then or any other time- BUT, we would like also 
to have him set aside those same dates in May- 20, 21 
and 22- for our reunion. 
* * * 
DO YOU KNOW? 
THAT, Dennis McCuddy, father of Ed McCuddy of 
Base Hospital 21, died a few weeks ago. He was 85 and 
died of infirmities at City Hospital, St. Louis. Dennis 
McCuddy was a former vice-president of Local No. 1, 
AFL Bricklayers Union and resided at 4036a Labadie Ave. 
THAT, Miss Margaret Pollock of Base Hospital 21 
and Rauen Post had a fall recently and suffered painful 
injuries. We are happy to report the latest information 
is that she now is more comfortable. 
THAT, Colonel Cady has been transferred from Dal-
las, to Houston, Texas to open a new hospital. We will 
supply further details as soon as available. 
THAT, we have reached only 50% of our goal to-
ward balancing our publication budget for this year. 
* * * 
DR. HUGH McCULLOCH ADDRESSED JUNIOR 
LEAGUE IN ST. LOUIS 
Dr. Hugh McCulloch, a member of Rouen Post and 
Base Hospital 21, was in St. Louis recently during Na-
tional Heart Week. He was here to attend a board meet-
ing of the St. Louis Heart Association, which he headed 
until moving to Chicago in January. 
Rheumatic fever, killer of more children in the 6-to-12 
age group than any other disease, is controllable if dis-
covered in its early stages, said Dr. McCulloch in his 
address. Out of every 100 school-age children, the doctor 
reported, three contract the disease. About 90 per cent 
of these cases, though are mild and are never discovered. 
The majority, he said, turns up later in life with some 
form of heart disease without ever knowing it was caused 
by rheumatic fever. The speaker recommended two 
means of combatting the disease. 
First, he said, children who get good food and plenty 
of air and exercise in their pre-school years are less 
liable to contract the disease. Because food and air are 
so necessary, children in low-income families are most 
often hit. 
Second, public health officials should prevent the 
early return to school of children suspected of having 
only severe colds, he said. 
Following Dr. McCulloch's talk, a collection was 
taken up for the American Heart Association. 
* * * 
MORE LETTERS AND NOTES 
Dear Bill: 
Rather undignified salutation having never met you-
and never having had an opportunity to come to a 21st 
Reunion. It isnt too dignified either to have to solicit 
funds- so I guess it is in order. 
I am glad to send you my contribution for the Rauen 
Post. Even though I am not a "real member" I appreci-
ate receiving your really good little publication and love 
to hear what is happening to various old friends. 
Sincerely, 
Sioux City, Ia. Lucia Gardner 
* * * Dear Bill: 
Enclosed please find a check to help a very g ood 
cause, the Rouen Post. I always enjoy reading it and 
think you are doing a fine job. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
* Dear Bill Engel : * 
Sincerely yours, 
Mae Gluck 
* 
I regret to inform you that my husband passed away 
January 12, 1949, very suddenly, with a coronary throm -
bosis. 
Both our children, Helen and Franklin came from the 
East; Helen lives in New York and is Chief of the Inland 
Transport Section of the United Nations. Franklin and 
his family live in Haverhill, New Hampshire where he 
has a small lumber and bobbin mill. 
I had intended sending a check to the Rouen P ost 
earlier but just neglected it, so please accept it a t this 
late date. 
Sincerely, 
Kansas City, Mo. Mary Weise Moats 
Editors note: The members of Rouen Post join with 
Mrs. Moats and her family in their sorrow. 
* * * Dear Sir: 
I have been receiving the Rouen Post under the name 
of Frank Russo. Please correct the name to Fred Russo 
hereafter. Thank you. Enclosed is a money order. K eep 
up the good work. 
Ozone Park, N.Y. 
Sincerely yours, 
Fred Russo. 
Editors note: Thanks for calling the inaccuracy t o 
our attention. We do not like to misspell or have any 
portion of your names on our lists incorrectly. 
* * * 
THE ROUEN POST MEM~ 
AT BASE HOSPITAL 21 0 
25th ANNIVERSARY PARTY IN 1942 VESTER 
1. Dr. Allan Gilbert, Dr. Jim Costen and "Pat" Byrns, deceased. 2. Jules Silberberg and Retta Snyder. 3. Philip Conrath and Dr. Roland Fisher. 4. 
Arthur Schanuel and Dr. Roland Fisher. 5. Mrs. Olive Serafini Flynn greeting Col. T. Murphy, deceased. 6. Elmer Bowman, Joe Meyer, Charles 
0 Keefe, William Reeves and Bill Engel. 7. Marvin Hamilton and Dr. Edwin C. Ernst. 8. Alonzo Kelly and Ritchey Williams. 
On opposite page are pictures of the first joint reunions of both the 2lsts, held in 1947. A description of the events and persons in each of the 
pictures may be found in the September issue of the Rouen Post. 
We note there are missing the faces and names of many of the lads and lassies of both units. Why not make your plans to be in St. Louis in '49 
and add another branch of rosemary to the wartime souvenirs of your 21st. 
I 
DRIES. THE ROUEN POST 
of THE REUNIONS OF 1947 
. 
~YEAR 
I 
I 
I 
.. 
f 
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I am sorry that I have been so negligent about send-
ing in a contribution to the Rouen Post but we have been 
in the process of moving and everything has been so upset. 
I enjoy the Post so much. We all fall off in our 
letter writing after a period of time and the Rouen Post 
is th~ most pleasant and painless way of getting the news 
of old friends. It would seem to me that if the Rouen 
Post were put out on a. subscription basis that it would 
be more satisfactory to all concerned. 
After the first of March our new address will be: 
204 Elm Street, 
Annville, Penn. 
Sincerely yours, 
Verna Dana. 
Editors note: Since the beginning, the Rouen Post 
has been maintained through voluntary contributions -
and we hope we shall be able to continue that policy. 
Should we not, a lot of the fun of preparing it would be 
taken from us. We like getting letters like Mrs. Dana's 
and others. We would not have these should we simply 
send you a bill like any commercial periodical operating 
for a profit. We want the Rouen Post to remain a person-
al project - and not something which makes it mamla-
tory to "pay for" in order to receive. Many Qf our 
readers have received our paper for years without send-
ing in a contribution - and then there is an awakening -
a feeling they still want to belong - hence a nice check. 
Then we have other members of our Units who do not 
feel they can "subscribe" to the Rouen Post and have 
asked to be taken from our mailing list. We had such a 
case not too long ago. Just as long as we publish this 
little tabloid we want each and every interested member 
to receive it-pay or no pay. If, as in another recent case, 
we are asked to remove a name from the subscription 
list when we had never received a subscription - then 
we gladly oblige. Any member of either unit so little 
interested not to want to have news 01f his or her former 
contemporaries, for nix or a contribution, nothing pleases 
us more than to grant such a request - but never for 
the lack of funds. We trust we can continue our hum-
ble efforts along the path we prefer - voluntary contri-
butions. We thank Mrs. Dana and the others who have 
made the same suggestions. W.E.E. 
Dear Sir : 
)f. 
Hollywood, Fla. 
January 3, 1949 
You will find enclosed a check. Please include my 
wife and I on your mailing list for the Rouen Post. This 
to be sent at the above address. 
Having moved about the United States as much as 
we have, we have lost a lot of contacts. Slowly but surely 
our past copies of the Rouen Post are catching up with 
us, for which we look forward to reading. 
Thanking you for your courtesy, 
Mr. & Mrs. John Somes 
* * 
Keep up the excellent work Editors, and when is the 
next Reunion? Barb Lynn. 
* * * 
Dear Bill : 
Enclosed, please find check to help along the 'Rouen 
Post' I thoroughly enjoy the paper and look forward to 
each copy. If anymore is needed please Jet me know. 
Abe Krieter (quartermaster dept.) just returned from 
a sojourn in New York and the boys in that vicinity gave 
him a warm reception. They really showed him the town. 
He saw Sid Schindler, former 1st. sergeant; Goodman, 
who is shortly going down to Texas to join Col. Cady; Abe 
Kalish who has finally bowed to cupid's influence and is 
getting married real soon. 
Alex Berman also foresook bachelorhood and married 
Cecile. Russ Larsen is so busy with carpentering that he 
hasn't anytime for women. 
As for myself, I recently moved into my own home 
and as a result I have plenty of work to do. Between the 
house and the office I'm getting very little time to sleep. 
(Yawn) I want you to note my new address:-
6601 N. Fairfield Avenue 
Chicago 45, Illinois 
Best regards to all the gang. 
Dear. Mr. Engel: 
Sincerely, 
Stan Goldberg 
* * * 
January 14, 1949 
As a former member of the 21st General Hospital 
I've been hearing quite a good deal about the ROUEN 
POST from Colonel Cady and some of the others with 
whom I correspond. If possible, I would like to be added 
to your mailing list. 
Since I remained in Europe after my discharge I have 
had no opportunity to join any of the veteran's organiza-
tions. If you will be kind enough to furnish me with the 
necessary data, I would like to consider joining the Rouen 
Post. 
Sincerely, 
Harold J . Kapsch 
Admin. Asst. CID Branch 
* * * 
Dear Bill: 
I want to express my appreciation for the many is-
sues of "The Rouen Post" that I've received. There's no 
fooling when I say it's my favorite periodical. During the 
war the 21st was always one big happy family (including 
the usual squabbles that every happy family has) and now 
the Rouen Post is doing a wonderful job of keeping that 
happy family in tact. I hope they keep up their annual 
get-together as one of my desires is to get in on some of 
that fun and bull sessions that only a group like ours can 
have. 
I'd like to take this opportunity (better late than nev-
er) to wish all the members of the 21st G.H. and 21st 
Base a happy and prosperous New Year. 
Enclosed is my small contribution towards your very 
fine and newsy publication. 
Sincerely, 
Milwaukee, Wis. A. J. Richter. 
* * * 
Dear Comrade: 
The Rouen Post has almost been the only contact it 
has been my privilege to enjoy with those delightful mem-
bers of Unit 21, so would regret missing a single number. 
Sorry, Mr. Mcllhany or I didn't write you of the 
surprise to find our names and writeup that sounded like 
it might have been given in the social column in our local 
papers. We thank you for giving our friends in Unit 21 
the information of our marriage and we would be happy 
to have them stop in and see this City girl make believe 
she can take the farm, even tho the enclosed clipping will 
show that things are not too easy to take out here. We 
are now trying to find some kind of house to live in. 
May the Rouen Post continue to be the delightful 
messenger it has always been and the best of a Good 1949 
to you. 
Sincerely yours, 
RFD Perry, Mo. Cordelia Ranz Mcllhany 
From Mexico, Mo. Evening Ledger 
Sidney Mcllhany suffered severe burns about the 
head and face and his historic 107 year old Monroe County 
farm house was completely destroyed by fire, early Sun-
day morning. 
Mr. Mcllhany is in the Audrain Hospital here for 
treatment. Glasses protected his eyes from flames, but 
he was burned about the head and face. 
Arising early to prepare for a shipment of cattle, he 
built a fire in the living room and went to the kitchen to 
prepare breakfast. When the hired man came rushing to 
tell him he had seen fire, Mr. Mcllhany opened the living 
room door, to be enveloped in flame. 
Neighbors who came to help were forced to come 
horseback, due to the heavy snow, and the entire house 
THE ROUEN POST 
was levelled. Only two of the original chimneys, built by 
his grandfather, Captain B. F. Davis, in 1841, remained 
standing. 
The home had been modernized and refurnished ex-
tensively since the marriage in April of this year of Mr. 
Mcllhany and the former Miss Cordelia Ranz, former sup-
erintendent of the Audrain Hospital. Mrs. Mcllhany was 
remaining in town for the Christmas weekend with her 
sister, Mrs. E. A. Jasper, at the Ranz home at 602 E. Love 
St., while Mr. Mcllhany was at the farm to handle the 
stock shipment. 
The Mcllhany farm is 23 miles northeast of Mexico, 
just over the Audrain-Monroe county line. The house in 
which Mr. Mcllhany resided eight years ago was destroyed 
by fire and he moved into this home. Since April, Mr. and 
Mrs. Mcllhany have extensively modernized the home. 
He is a nephew of Miss Mary Virginia Houston, Miss 
Tine Houston and Mrs. C. C. Hammond of Mexico. 
Editors Note : We hope, most sincerely, that Mr. 
Mcllhany has fully recovered and that they hav,e found 
a place to live. 
* * * Dear Bill: 
I have received your notice "21 ON DECK" report-
ing your annual budget message, showing you, as usual 
on the deficit side. May I , therefore, request that you 
accept the attached to help this "red" get over into the 
black. 
Yours, 
Sacramento, Calif. Charles D. Winterbower. 
Dear Bill: 
It is a pleasure to contribute and cheap at the price. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. J . Spencer Allen. 
Dear Bill: 
I recently sent a contribution equal to the average 
you speak of and enclose another. Should more be needed 
I shall be glad to add to it. 
Ontario, Calif. Bernard Kelber. 
From a great lad, although Bill Stack absolutely 
resents any mention of greatness or even near greatness 
in Joe Bernard, schoolmates in East St. Louis, we have a 
brief note: "Dear Bill: Here's my small contribution to 
help along, Joe Bernard." Joe was not a member of either 
the Units 21, hence his interest in the welfare of our pub-
lication is all the more appreciated. 
Dear Friend: 
Just a line in answer to your welcome Jetter of Jan-
uary first. Since writing you I have received a very nice 
letter from Jess Lasater which has cleared up matters 
very nicely. I was beginning to worry as I sent him a 
bottle of wine by his friend who called on me. I thought 
the wine knocked him for a loop. Jess states it was 
very fine, and that he tried to purchase some down 
(Naples, Texas) in the heart of Texas but without luck, 
so it must have hit the spot. 
Sorry to learn of Jules Silberberg's misfortune. Trust 
he is greatly improved ere now. I had a Jetter from Jab-
by since his return home. I also hope he has improved. 
We had another earthquake her,e close to Reno, this 
A.M. I feel those shakes are due to some divorcee shak-
ing loose from an over-loaded sugar-daddy up ther.e. The 
biggest news is the mercury going down to 17 degrees 
above zero here in Fresno. After all of these years I have 
been kidding myself about escaping the cold weather in 
the middle-west. Surely, I must hav,e been wrong. Well, 
I will have to tighten the thongs on the laps of my tepee 
for tonight as another cold wave is due to strike this 
section. Already thousands of dollars have been lost in 
the citrus crops. Yes, we have no oranges and lemons 
today - what a world. 
Enclosed find check for the Rouen Post and I hope it 
will help to keep it rolling off the press. You are doing 
a splendid job. Please do not fail us. Kindest r,egards to 
all of the gang. 
Fresno, Calif. R. J . 'Shorty' Richner. 
Dear Engel: 
Herewith check to help liquidate your deficit. Tell 
Judge Neely and Pink Bowman to take care of the rest. 
Needless to say, I enjoy your magazine and expect to 
be present when you have your 50 year reunion. Cheerio! 
Denver, Colo. J. B. Townsend, Ex-Guzzie King. 
Editors note: For the edification of the unenlight-
ened the "guzzie" was the major incinerating plant at 
British General Hospital 12 at Rouen, France. As all of 
you are familiar with the "goings on" at a military hos-
pital incinerator you can well know that being the non-
com in charge was a rare achievement. 
J.B.'s envelope bore the return inscription, Judge J . 
B. Townsend. We wonder if the lad has acquired some-
thing about which we do not know? Modesty, perhaps, 
however, incredible it seems. We hope it is so and our 
heartiest felicitations go along with these words. 
Dear Bill: 
I enjoy your publication. Good luck. 
Auburn, N .Y. Dr. W. J . Blauvelt. 
Dear Bill: 
Enclosed is a money order which hope will help out 
in keeping the Rouen Post coming off the press. 
Chicago, III. George R. Koranik 
Dear Bill: 
Am enclosing contribution to Rouen Post. Enjoy it 
very much. Best wishes for the happiest New Year, ever! 
Sincerely, 
Downey, Ill. Annie Laure Dickson. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
Delighted to have the opportunity to assist you and 
the Rouen Post. Regards to all. Expect to see you in May. 
Philadelphia, Penna. Kathryn Jones. 
Dear Bill : 
Enclosed find check to help defray some of the ex-
penses of the Rouen Post which I enjoy and look forward 
to receive. 
Sincerely, 
Webster Groves, Mo. Les. Jasper, D.D.S. 
Dear Bill 
Keep up the good work. Enclosed is my check. 
St. Louis, Mo. John Patton. 
Dear Bill Engel, Editor: 
It is always a pleasure to be of help. Best wishes. 
Detroit, Mich. John Freedman, M.D. 
Dear Bill: 
Have a bill from Bill which I am answering with a 
couple of bills. Thanks. 
West Palm Beach, Fla . C. J. 'Rabbi' Fox. 
Dear Bill: 
Enclosed is my check for 1949 dues. I am now living 
in Clarksville, Missouri, about 10 miles from the Bureau 
of Mines Synthetic Fuels Plant where I am employed. 
That was a real swell affair we had at Dr. Ernst's 
on the Saturday following Armistice Day. Would that I 
lived closer so that I could be with the bunch more fre-
quently. You have a great combination in those vet-
erans of the two 21sts. I hope to be seeing you in the 
near future. 
Sincerely, 
Clarksville , Mo. Thomas C. 'Toby' Dunville. 
Dear Bill Engel: 
Am enclosing a check to help defray the expenses 
of the Rouen Post. I have certainly enjoyed it as it is my 
only contact with former 21st members. 
I would like to have my address changed. We sail for 
the States March 4th. Since we do not have our new ad-
signment as yet please address m e : Mrs. Martha Kitchen 
Klinck, Cornelia, Georgia. 
THE ROUEN POST 
If it is at all possible I'd like to come to the May 
Reunion. If we do make it both my husband and I will 
look forward to meeting you then. 
Sincerely, 
Sendai, Japan Martha Kitchen Klinck. 
Editors note: We will be delighted to meet Mr. & 
Mrs. Klinck and most certainly hope they can make it. 
Dear Bill: 
Enclosed is my contribution for your splendid paper. 
No one who has not had experience with editing and pub-
lishing a monthly paper can realize the time, effort and 
talent that is required to do the fine job you are doing 
with our Rouen Post. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Sincerely, 
Charles W. Koch. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
Enclosed is my contribution which I hope will help 
bring the paper out of the 'r,ed'. I should hate to miss a 
single copy of the Rouen Post. 
Scotia, Nebr. 
Sincerely, 
Alice Kokrda Lewis. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
Thank you for the fine job you are doing as editor 
of the Rouen Post. I am enclosing a small contribution 
to help with the budget. 
Greenville, S. Carolina 
Sincerely, 
Byrd B. Holmes. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
Enclosed is just a little to help with your deficit as 
it would be a calamity to stop the Rouen Post. We would 
all be lost beyond recovery. Thanks. 
Ferguson, Mo. Margaret W. Pollock. 
Dear Bill Engel, Editor: 
Please accept this check to aid your wonderful pro-
ject. I want to continue receiving each issue of the bul-
letin without interruption. 
Yours truly, 
Houston, Texas. James B. Robinett, Jr. M.D. 
Dear Bill: 
We do love to receive the Rouen Post with the doings 
and goings-on of our Buddies of both '21sts on Deck.' 
Here is a check to help carry on. Wish you a bright New 
Year. 
Mattoon, Illinois. May File Harned. 
Dear Bill: 
A weak response to your annual budget message. 
Leureuse armee 
Moberly, Mo. Avery Rowlette, M.D. 
Dear Bill: 
Herewith is my check to aid in the good cause you 
are espousing. Should ther,e be a reunion in May I hope 
to be there. Good luck! 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Francis P. Kendall. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
I wish to send a small check towards the Rouen Post 
budget. I am sorry it has been so long since the last 
one but I shall try and do better from now on . A little 
reminder every now and then does no harm. I read the 
Post with great interest. It is the only way in which I 
can keep in touch with members of Base Hospital 21. 
Virginia is so far away or it seems so. With kindest re-
gards and the best of luck for 1949, I am sincerely yours, 
Winchester, Va. Ann Carson Dutton. 
Dear Sir: 
It is a gr.eat pleasure to receive the Rouen Post, and 
I sincerely enjoy every publication. Your paper is the 
only way I have of keeping in touch with the many friends 
220 No. 4th St. 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 
I had in the 21st General. Since I left the organization 
I hav;e had the opportunity to command several units in 
the Medical Department but I have never seen one that 
is comparable to the DMD 21st General Hospital. 
I left the unit in June 1945 at Mirecourt, France. 
Since then I have !lerved in the States, but recently re-
ceived orders to report to the POE, Camp Kilmer, N.J. 
It was here that the 21st General staged for overseas. My 
present assignment will be in Germany. I am looking 
forward to reliving some of the pleasant times I had in 
Europe. 
Again my sincere wishes for a full life. 
Sincerely, 
Fort Sam Houston, Tex. Herman B. Golden , 
Capt. MSC. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
I am sending a small contribution for the Rouen Post 
which I enjoy reading very much. Thank you for sending 
it to me. 
Sincerely, 
Richmond Heights, Mo. Mary McCrie. 
Dear Mr. Engel: 
Please change my address from McCormack General 
Hospital, Pasadena, California to 729 East Palmetto St., 
Lakeland, Florida. I am temporarily at Teachers College, 
Columbia University working toward my Master's De-
gree. Gladys Johnson and Betty Brooks also are at 
Teachers College. 
I am enclosing my small contribution to the Post. 
Sincerely, 
New York, N.Y. Helen Davis. 
Dear Bill: 
Enclosed please find check to help balance the Rouen 
Post budget. Also am enclosing another check to pay for 
the excellent buffet lunch at the Forest Park Hotel. 
With kindest personal regards, 
Sincerely, 
St. Louis, Mo. Edwin C. Ernst, M.D. 
Dear Bill: 
Please accept my small contribution and keep up the 
good work of the Rouen Post. With best wishes for a 
great year, I am, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
Sincerely yours, 
George Roulhac, Jr. 
Y OUR POST 
Why sure! Your post just runs itself; 
There's not much work to do; 
The by-laws here look after that; 
Why worry, me and you? 
The commander he may do a bit, 
But a very little mite; 
Just phone calls now and then 
And a meeting every- night. 
The officers keep sitting 'round 
Arranging plans and such, 
'Bout seven days in every week-
They don't amount to much. 
The entertaining job's a joke, 
It makes a fellow grin; 
The speakers we hear each meeting, 
Why, they just happen in. 
Your publication don't mean a thing 
A big machine just puts them out; 
That ain't work, it's gall. 
Why, sure! Your post runs itself; 
It's the best that ever "wuz"; 
You think so- Just try it once; 
You'll say: "Like fun it does." 
With apologies. - Exchange. 
M.D. 
BILL ENGEL 
"\\ 
